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BUDDHA'S ONE THOUSAND 
METAPHORS 


Burmese art and culture gained “much from the 
introduction of Buddhism nearly а thousand years ago. 
Burma has been a prominent Buddhist country with 
тоге than ninety percent of its population professing 
the religion, Most of the Burmese literature of the 
past drew its thought and inspiration on the Buddhist 
Scriptures. The ethical import of the writings seldom 
failed to have a colouring of messages of the Buddha 
gleaned from the Sutta of Tri-Pitaka, the Buddhist 
Scriptures. | 


The Buddha's discourses are rich in similes and me- 
taphors which were of great help in convincing the, 
audience and putting across the Dhamma, These similes 
and metaphors were employed obviously to bring to 
the unenlightened audience, especially the laity who 
were appearently inextricably involved in secular 
affairs, a quick and effective understanding of the 
mystery of life. The orginals are, of course, in Pali, 
They were properly translated and adapted into the wri- 
tings of the old masters of Burmese prose and poetry, 


The students of Burmese literature whose prime іп- 
terest and duty it i to make а note of them know 
how most of them are pithy and = striking because 
they relate directly to the doings and conditions of the 
common people. 


The Buddha it may bs nated, addressed Himself 
іо an audience composed mostly of peasants and 
tradesmen. The similes and metaphors He used in 
His discourses rel uted to the life of the common man to 
whom He intended to brine enlightenment. Fhe first 
metaphor He used on attaining enlightenment for Him- 
self was in His declaration: “Оһ, Carpenter Tanha, I 
have mow secn you with my eye of wisdom, You 
shal] never more build a new body for me, І have dês. 
troyed all the framework of KILESA and the roof of 
АХА. 


Here, the Buddha compared TANHA (attachment) to 
а carpenter who. builds new buidiags of physical make- 
up with the posts and beams of KILESA (defilement) 
and а roof of AWLJJA (ignorance). The common man 
in the audience saw at once the significance of relation- 
{Вр between attachment to life and ignorance 


This and many other similes and metaphors used 
by the Buddha are gleaned fromthe Scriptures and cla- 
asical literature by U Lay Myaing; Deputy Chief Editor 
of the Myawaddy Press. His book js titled: BUDDHA 
ЕТ UPAMA TA HTAUNG (Buddha’s One Thousand 
Metaphors): й 

The extracts containing the simles and metaphors 
are prouped in sections according to the sources, 


such as, the DHAMMPADA and other volumes 
comprising the биа Pitaka, the first category of 


the three Pitakas: which form the nucleus of the 
Buddhist literature. 


Let me give you a few samplings of random 
choice. 


“The one who wishes to extract cooking oil, 
and grinds pebbles in а mortar, will never get 
ой. so also, the one who works for a wrong 
cause with incorrect views will not achieve the 
desired goal,” 


“One cannot see one’s face reflected on steam- 
ing water, So also, the one who is obsessed with 
anger and anxiety will not see a course benefivial 
to. oneself ог ta others.”. | 


“One who talks glibly about the correct path and 
principles and does nothing to attain the goal will 
not gain any benefit. He is like a hired cowherd 
who tends the cattle all day and returns them to 
the owner before nightfall: The cowherd caunot get 
the milk,” 


“Death is like a cowherd. The cowherd frightens 
the cattle with a stick and drives them to the 
pasture, Death uses the stick of ailment and old 
age fo drive beings to the graveyard” 


“Horee-dealers pay special attention to the horses for 
sale, and make their breed-good in order to get abet- 
ter price. Men shouid also pay special attention to their 
own physical and mental make-up so that they may be 
ehie ta ‘work for a better Ше? 


“The cow thatisled to the slaughter-house gets nearer 
and nearer the slanphter-houseas she takes one step 


after another. Men, too, get nearer the cemetry as they 
walk out the. house of their birth.” 


Well, if you want more of these and many others, 
you'd better get the book and keep it at your beside OF 
course, the book is та Burmese, and if you know Bur- 
mese, you wiil enjoy reading the similes and metaphors 
used by the Buddha as He addressed Himself to the come 
mon. men, and He had set ont ta save hundreds of Минь 
sands of common men, called THATTAWA WENEYA, 
by preaching words of wisdom in simple idiom, 


TET TOE 
The Working People’s Daily [31-5-72] 


(Note: This is a revised and updated version for the 
6 the printing.) 
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